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both sides? Whatever the reason, the result has been to
weaken the power of our race In the world, and to post-
pone (who knows for how many future centuries?) that
union of many peoples under a common ideal upon which
peace on earth ultimately depends. Fortunately, even
as things are, the English-speaking race is not without
some common cement of idealism, which unites even its
utterly independent sections more closely than they are
united even with their acknowledged allies. Death, said
the Arabian poet, is "the slayer of delights and the sun-
"derer of companies." It is as true of crowds as of indi-
viduals. Had it been possible to maintain the unity of
the Roman Empire, without hindering the development
of nations within it, civilisation might now be a thousand
years more advanced than it is. To discuss the might-
have-beens of history is, however, futile. Who can tell
what might have been? The future only is ours to fashion.
Let us labour to establish in it as soon as may be an over-
mastering ideal of our common humanity, not in order
that superior races and nations may rule others, but that
all may flourish together, each in its own fashion, under
the imposed condition of universal peace.
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